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The article entitled “Evidence of the characteristics of women entrepreneurs in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia” from the International Journal of Gender and Entrepreneurship is a peer-reviewed article. This paper is found in an international journal, which means that it was reviewed by experts in the field of gender and entrepreneurship before it was accepted and published with the journal. Since it is a journal article, it passed through reviews by people to ascertain the credibility and validity of the claims made by the author before it was published in the journal. This is a process that happens for every journal to ensure quality and prevent people from publishing information with questionable validity and credibility. This process is what we call peer review.
Peer review is very important in academic journalism because of the fact that it helps to strengthen the credibility and reliability of a paper being written about a particular topic. When experts review the work of an author before it is published, they can spot errors in reasoning and vagueness in claims. They can also identify problems with credibility as well as the validity of the author’s claims and give suggestions on how to improve the piece (Jonsson & Svingby, 2007). This gives the authors insight on how to be careful with the articulation and explanation of their ideas. It also motivates them to offer full support and evidence to support their claims in their papers. This way, their papers become stronger in credibility and become more reliable sources of information to other people. Therefore, the peer review process helps to enhance credibility and validity of claims before publishing them.
Another advantage of peer review is that it helps to narrow the scope of a paper to fit into a particular area of knowledge or filed. Sometimes authors tackle multi-faceted topics that can confuse people from one field to another. Therefore, peer-reviewers, who are usually experts in a field, help to narrow down the topics and help the authors to concentrate their writing on matters that pertain to the field in question. This way, the authors benefit by having better pieces of writing that pertain to the field that they wish to publish their material (Kelly, Sadeghieh & Adeli, 2014). This is the long ran, alleviates confusion for readers of such papers.
Despite the advantages above, peer review comes with some advantages. The most notable disadvantage of peer review is that its reviewers can be biased towards a contradicting side. As mentioned earlier, peer-reviewers are experts in a particular field and they have read and written extensively about the field. This being the case, they find any reasoning or ideas that challenge their reasoning to be unnecessary. They can, therefore, exercise bias against the ideas of an author, especially if they know the author and the author does not know them. This bias hinders the addition of new knowledge into the filed and this severely affects the quantity of information available about a topic in question.
I identified that this article is a peer review by checking whether it was an internet source or whether it is found within a journal. To know whether it is a journal article, I searched it on the Google Scholar database and it gave me various references styles. I checked the references and noticed that the article citation included the name of the journal. This way, I knew that it was a journal article. Being a journal article, I knew that it passed through the peer-review process before being published in the journal. I also looked at the article itself to see if I can identify any information about this article having been reviewed. I found a note below the first page of the article where the author appreciated the help accorded by anonymous reviewers by giving comments and suggestions to the previous version of the paper. This is an indication that this article was reviewed before being accepted to be published in the International Journal of Gender and Entrepreneurship.
As a scholar, using peer-reviewed journal articles is important because it helps me to support my ideas with evidence from experts in the field. It also helps me to learn the best ways of giving credit to the owners of the sources because once I use peer-reviewed journal articles, I have to cite them within my paper that prompts me to learn how to do that without plagiarizing. Peer-reviewed journal articles also help to add academic tone to papers making them more credible. This is because the ideas and information found in journal articles is accurate. Therefore, using such accurate information to support my claims in my paper helps to add an academic touch and tone to my paper.
An example that can necessitate the utilization of materials that are not peer-reviewed is when a person is reviewing a given organization. In that case, credible information about an organization can be found in sources that are not peer-reviewed, such as news articles and the website of the organization.
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